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EFFECT  OF  COLD  -JEATHER  Oil  EUriQPEAII  APPLE  IvlARICSTS 
The  following  state.nent  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Mr.  Edwin  Smith,  the  Department's  Fruit  Spe- 
cialist in  Europe,  points  out  the  effect  of  the  extremely  cold  weather  upon 
the  demand  for  apples  in  European  markets. 
Continental  market 

Since  the  mid'le  of  December  the  Continent  has  been  h?.ving  the  coldest 
winter  of  any  on  record  since  1793.     The  first  effect  of  this  continued  cold 
weather,  during  which  temperatures  dropped  belov?  zero  Fahrenheit,  was  to 
freeze  shipments  in  transit  from  the  port  markets.    This  caused  inland  buy- 
ers as  well  as  port  brokers  to  hesitate  in  despatching  shipments.     The  second 
effect  was  to  curtail  distribution  throurh  restricting  the  attendance  at 
open  retail  markets  in  cities  and  towns  all  over  the  Continent.    Heavy  sup- 
plies of  fruit  are  distributed  to  the  poorer  classes  through  these  street 
markets.     During  the  past  two  months  the  Continental  weather  was  not  only  so 
severe  that  people  attended  these  markets  in  fewer  numbers,  but  the  fruit 
actually  froze  when  erposed  in  the  markets. 

luring  the  week  ended  February  18  temperatures  were  extremely  low,  so 
that  an  almost  complete  cessation  of  shipments  took  place  from  Hambur.;  and 
riotterdam.     Moreover,  transportation  was  cut  off  between  Germany  and  Copen- 
hagen by  excessive  ice.     On  Saturday,  February  16,  as  many  as  thirteen  orange 
ships  were  in  the  harbor  at  Hamburg  awaitinr  discharge  because  of  the  dan,-er 
of  freezin,--;  the  fruit  and  also  because  space  was  not  available  in  the  heated 
sheds  due  to  con.:estion  from  non-shippin. '.     This  situation  was  very  serious 
for  operators  in  oran-es  since  the  Mediterranean  ships  are  not  insulated  and 
freezing  was  taking  place  on  board  the  ships.     Two  apple  ships  were  also 
awaiting  discharge  for  want  of  space. 

This  would  tend  to  have  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  market  and  un- 
questionably will  cause  a  reduction  in  the  total  possible  consumption  for  the 
present  season.    However,  the  arrival  of  barreled  apples  at  Hamburg  is  not 
excessive  and  boxed  apples  are  keepinr:  in  very  good  condition.     The  stoppage 
of  rail  shipments  has  tended  to  deplete  apple  stocks  at  interior  points,  so 
that  some  port  brokers  anticipate  a  renewed  interest  as  soon  as  the  weather 
moderates  to  permit  rail  shipments. 

British  market 

Du.ring  the  week  ended  February  18  the  weather  in  England  was  the  cold- 
est for  many  years  and  this  also  tende.l  to  restrict  shopping  at  retail  stores 
and  thus  had  its  influence  upon  wholesale  dem.and.     At  the  present  time  apple 
prices  are  generally  depressed  in  Great  Britain.     The  condition  in  Great 
Britain  as  far  as  the  cons-amption  of  fruit  is  concerned  has  not  been  so  ex- 
treme as  on  the  Continent. 
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